
Axis Assault on Tobruk                      April 30, 1941 
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        The assault on Tobruk on April 30 consisted of a battlegroup from the 5th Light Division contain-
ing about half the division strength plus pieces of the 15th Panzer with most of its tanks and infantry 
missing.  Italian troops included the Ariete armored division woefully short on tanks and with only a 
single battalion of infantry and the mostly intact Brescia partially motorized infantry division.  The at-
tack was able to capture a good size chunk of the Allied perimeter but was stalled by minefields and the 
well dug in Australian defenders.  An Allied counterattack failed to push the Axis forces back.  Faced 
with a stalled attack and under increased Allied artillery fire, Rommel ordered his troops back.  There 
would be no more major attempts to break the siege by direct assault. 
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The 15th Panzer had only partially 
arrived in North Africa when 
Rommel started his offensive.  As 
parts of it arrived, they were sent 
forward into action piecemeal.  By 
April 30, most of these pieces had 
been assembled near Tobruk but 
the division was still missing most 
of its tanks and most of the infan-
try. 
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 Italian 27th Mot. Infantry Division (Brescia)  
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