In September 1944, in the area around the city
of Nancy in Northeastern France, spearheads of
the U.S. 4th Armored Division under Patton’s
Third Army were beginning their envelopment of
the German forces entrenched in that city. The
northern pincer of this envelopment was CCA of
the 4th Armored Division. As this force pushed
deeper into the enemy rear areas, the Germans
began organizing a counterattack to blunt the
American drive and reinforce their own troops in
Nancy. The situation was critical for the
Germans, as the American offensive had torn a
gap between the German 1st and 19th Armies
which, if exploited by the Americans, would give
them a clear path to the Rhine. The Germans
assembled an armored force—designated the 5th
Panzer Army—which was composed of various
depleted units such as the 11th and 2lst Panzer
Divisions, the 13th and 15th Panzergrenadier
Divisions and three freshly raised Panzer
Brigades; the 111th, the 112th, and the 113th.
While this force was potentially very strong (it
had over 350 tanks), it was divided between two
different army commands, and because of dis-
rupted communication and transportation lines,
“could not be committed en masse.

days before their trai-ling units would catch up  its attack position that morning. The stage was
with them. sct for the Battle of Arracourt.




