and contributed greatly to the success of the D-Day
landings.

On 17 September 1944, the largest airdrop to
date occurred when three Allied divisions were
simultaneously committed to battle from the skies.
In an unprecedented daylight assault, an entire
Allied airborne army, complete with vehicles and
equipment, was dropped behind German lines in
occupied Holland. Though well-conceived and
planned, a loss of surprise and the presence of
unsuspected German forces caused the cancellation
of the ultimate objective: the invasion of Germany.
Operation Varsity was the last great para-operation
of the war; two Allied airborne divisions were
dropped into Germany to pave the way for
Montgomery’s crossing of the Rhine. Thereafter,
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Artillery support was also provided in the form
of various small howitzers, anti-tank guns and
other specially-designed light weaponry. Both the
Allies and the Germans used gliders; therefore,
these units can be assumed to require that mode of
transportation in all scenarios,

In addition, to more accurately simulate the
paradrops, these units should be further divided
into ‘‘sticks or units of ten to twelve men.
Christopher Chyba provided a simple method for
this (Vol. 11, No. 4). For our purposes, this method
would yield the following units:

5. Turn Sequence (Modified):

a. Wind Direction and Wind Speed Determina-
tion

b. Combat Phase (as per PL Rules)

¢. Air Phase:

1. Movement of all planes to positions over
target hexes.

2. Anti-aircraft attacks.

3. Paradrops and glider landings are ex-
ecuted, including resolution of scatter, survival and
attacks by enemy units in the same hex.

4. Air-to-ground combat by fighter-
bombers.

d. Movement Phase



